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SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FRENCH COMMITTEE FOR 
THE COORDINATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

REF: A) PARIS A-84 B) PARIS 24848 

1. SUMMARY: THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH (CNRS) AND THE FRENCH UNIVERSITIES AND OTHER 
ADVANCED EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS HAVE BEEN SPLIT AWAY 
FROM THE NATIONAL EDUCATION MINISTRY AND MADE THE RE- 
SPONSIBILITY OF THE NEWLY CREATED SECRETARIAT OF STATE 
FOR UNIVERSITIES. TO AID THIS SECRETARIAT IN THE MAN- 
AGEMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY-LEVEL SCHOOLS AND THE CNRS, 
WHICH COMPRISES MORE THAN 130 LABORATORIES COVERING 
THE SPECTRUM OF SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES, A COMMITTEE FOR 
THE COORDINATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH HAS BEEN ES- 
TABLISHED. HENCEFORTH, NOT ONLY WILL THE CNRS LABORA- 
TORIES HAVE TO JUSTIFY THEIR RESEARCH PROGRAMS ON A 
PROJECT BASIS, AS HAS BEEN THE PRACTICE, BUT SO ALSO 
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WILL THE UNIVERSITIES WHICH HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO 
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RECEIVING GENERAL RESEARCH SUPPORT FUNDS WITHOUT DIREC- 
TION AS TO HOW THEY SHOULD BE USED. A POSSIBLE NEGATIVE 
RESULT WILL BE THAT IT WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT FOR UNI- 
VERSITY RESEARCHERS TO PURSUE RESEARCH IDEAS WHICH ARE 
NOT YET DEMONSTRATED TO BE WORTHY OF PROJECT SUPPORT. 

A POSSIBLE POSITIVE BENEFIT MAY BE THAT YOUNGER, LESS 
ESTABLISHED UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS WILL HAVE A GREATER 
CHANCE TO ACHIEVE SUPPORT BASED ON THE MERITS OF THEIR 
RESEARCH PROPOSALS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON OCTOBER 22, JEAN-PAUL SOISSON, SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR UNIVERSITIES, PRESIDED OVER THE FIRST MEETING 
OF THE NEWLY CREATED COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR SCIEN- 
TIFIC RESEARCH. AS REPORTED IN "LE FIGARO," THE ROLE 

OF THIS BODY, WHICH WILL MEET ONCE A MONTH, IS TO AS- 
SURE THE EXECUTION OF GOVERNMENTAL RESEARCH POLICIES BY 
UNIVERSITIES, LABORATORIES OF THE CNRS, THE MAJOR EN- 
GINEERING SCHOOLS, THE MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, THE 
COLLEGE OF FRANCE, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS RECEIVING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR BASIC RESEARCH. 

3. IN COMMENTING ON THE FIGARO ARTICLE, MR. VOLFIN, 

A SENIOR OFFICIAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS IN THE CNRS, 

AND MR. FAVRET, A MEMBER OF THE STAFF OF THE NEW SEC- 
RETARIAT OF STATE FOR UNIVERSITIES, NOTED THAT THE GEN- 
ERAL RESEARCH MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES WILL REMAIN THE 
SAME, SEE REF. A. THEY STATED THAT THE COMMITTEE FOR 
THE COORDINATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IS ESSENTIALLY 
A TOOL DESIGNED BY THE SECRETARIAT OF STATE FOR UNIVER- 
SITIES, WHICH WAS CREATED IN JUNE L974 BY PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D'ESTAING, TO ASSURE BETTER COORDINATION OF RE- 
SEARCH ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY THE VARIOUS BODIES NOW 
UNDER ITS SUPERVISION: THE UNIVERSITIES, CNRS (WHICH 
FORMERLY WAS RESPONSIBLE TO THE MINISTRY FOR NATIONAL 
EDUCATION) ANDRHE "GRANDES ECOLES." (THE "GRANDES 
ECOLES” COMPRISE A DOZEN OR SO ELITE COLLEGES OF FRANCE 
SUCH AS ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE, ECOLE NORMALE SUPERIEURE, 
ECOLE NATION ALE. FEJ ADMINISTRATION, ECOLE RXNTRALE 
DES ARTS ET MANUFACTURES, AND SO FORTH.) VOLFIN SAID 
THAT IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE RESEARCH FUNDS ALLOTTED 
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TO THE SECRETARIAT OF STATE FOR UNIVERSITIES WILL BE 
DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO APPROVED PROGRAMS RATHER THAN, 
AS IN THE PAST, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF RESEARCHERS 
WITHOUT DIRECTION AS TO PROJECT TOPICS. THE SECRETAR- 
IAT OF STATE FOR UNIVERSITIES WILL ALSO WORK TOWARD 
IMPROVIFTG RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES AND 
INDUSTRY. 
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4. IN COMMENTING ON THE FACT THAT HIS ORGANIZATION 
WOULD NOW BE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE TO THE SECRETARIAT OF 
STATE FOR UNIVERSITIES, PROFESSOR BERNARD GREGORY, 
DIRECTOR OF THE CNRS, TOLD SCICON THAT NOT ONLY WILL 
CLOSER CONTROL BE EXERCISED OVER UNIVERSITY RESEARCH 
BUT ALSO THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CNRS LABORATORIES WILL 
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BE SUBJECTED TO GREATER SCRUTINY. 

5. COMMENTS: PREVIOUS TO THIS CHANGE, UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSORS WERE GIVEN UNDIRECTRUNDIRECTED RESEARCH 
FUNDS WITH WHICH THEY COULD DO ESSENTIALLY AS THEY 
PLEASED. THE MORE MOTIVATED PROFESSORS WERE ABLE TO 
USE THIS SUPPORT TO DEVELOP NEW RESEARCH PROJECTS TO 
THE POINT WHERE THEY WOULD BE SEEN WORTHY OF PROJECT 
FUNDING BY AN INTERESTED SPONSORING AGENCY. THE 
FORMER SYSTEM OF UNDIRECTED SUPPORT MADE IT VERY DIF- 
FICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO FOLLOW ALL THE RESEARCH 
BEING PURSUED IN THE GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED UNIVERSITIES, 
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AS NOTED BY CNRS BARBOUTEAU DURING THE RECENT VISIT 
TO FRANCE OF SMITHSONIAN REPRESENTATIVES (REF B). ONCE 
THE NEW SECRETARIAT OF STATE FOR UNIVERSITIES IS IN 
FULL OPERATION, IT WILL BE EASIER TO ACQUIRE INFORMATION 
ON UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PROJECTS, BUT IT RAISES THE QUES- 
TION AS TO WHETHER RESEARCH PROFESSORS WILL BE HAMPERED 
IN STUDYING NEW IDEAS WHICH ARE NOT READILY JUSTIFIABLE 
IN TERMS OF CURRENT GOVERNMENT INTERESTS. IN COUNTER- 
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BALANCE, REQUIRING PROFESSORS TO JUSTIFY THEIR PROJECTS 
MAY MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR LESS SENIOR RESEARCHERS WITH 
PROMISING IDEAS TO ACQUIRE SUFFICIENT SUPPORT. 
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